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they possess over the ignorant majority, and the knowledge that 
this influence must ensure them the consideration of the govern- 
ment. The toleration of a rival church would, however, prove a 
very different affair ; here is not only division of opinion, but 
threatened division of pelf and power, and the resistance to such 
innovation would, doubtless, be proportioned to the interests 
jeopardised. Travellers have noticed the apparent liberality of 
the South American clergy towards strangers of a different creed, 
but their bigotry in such cases is only sleeping, because unpro- 
voked ; a solitary Protestant traveller may be an object of curiosi- 
ty, but not of dread or suspicion. Not so, when individuals of the 
same persuasion appear in hundreds or thousands. The abuse of 
heretics has long been the favorite theme in the pulpits of Caracas, 
and this city has been repeatedly threatened with a second earth- 
quake, in judgment of soch abominations. Without pretending to 
foretell what course would be followed by the government, or 
sanctioned by public opinion, when a case of toleration, in the 
full sense of the word, practically occurs, we may observe, that if 
Colombia pretends to tread in the steps of the United States, and 
to grow powerful by the admission of foreigners into her bosom, 
some change in her religious system, either legally sanctioned, or 
conventionally allowed, must eventually take place. The ecclesi- 
astical regulations, which at present interdict marriages betwixt 
Roman Catholics and heretics, are, of themselves, a barrier against 
the amalgamation of foreigners with the existing population, and 
exemplify the impossibility of combining religious intolerance with 
a liberal form of civil government.' pp. 94 — 97- 

The volume closes with a series of itineraries very useful to the 
traveller, specifying the distances of places on some of the princi- 
pal roads, with remarks on the aspect of the country through 
which they pass. 



2. — Seven Lectures on Female Education, inscribed to Mrs Gar- 
netfs Pupils, at Elm Wood, Essex County, Virginia, by 
their very sincere Friend, James M. Garnett. Second 
Edition. 18mo. pp. 26l. Richmond, T. W. White. 1824. 

If the approbation of distinguished names be considered a proof 
of the merits of a book, these Lectures have no ordinary claims 
to the notice of the public. We insert the following extract of a 
letter from Chief Justice Marshall, as well on account of the opinion 
he gives of this work, as of the sentiments he expresses in regard 
to the influence of the female character on society. 

' I read the first edition,' says Judge Marshall, ' when first 
published, and was so well pleased with it, as to place it in the 
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hands of several of my young friends, for whose improvement 1 
was particularly solicitous. The subject is, in my opinion, of the 
deepest interest. I have always believed, that national character, 
as well as happiness, depends more on the female part of society, 
than is generally imagined. Precepts from the lips of a beloved 
mother, inculcated in the amiable, graceful, and affectionate man- 
ner, which belongs to the parent and the sex, sink deep in the 
heart, and make an impression which is seldom entirely effaced. 
These impressions have an influence on character, which may 
contribute greatly to the happiness or misery, the eminence or in- 
significancy, of the individual. 

' If the agency of the mother in forming the character of her 
children is, in truth, so considerable as I think it, if she does so 
much towards making her son what she would wish him to be, 
and her daughter to resemble herself, how essential is it, that she 
should be fitted for the beneficial performance of these important 
duties. To accomplish this beneficial purpose, is the object of 
Mr Garnett's Lectures, and he has done much towards its attain- 
ment. His precepts appear to be drawn from deep and accurate 
observation of human life and manners, and to be admirably well 
calculated to improve the understanding and the heart. They 
form a sure and safe foundation for female character, and contain 
rules of conduct, which cannot be too well considered, or too 
generally applied.' 

We have also the testimony of Bishop Moore, that this work 
'points out to females the high road to character and distinction;' 
and of his Excellency, De Witt Clinton, that ' in reference to dic- 
tion or sentiment, to manner or matter, it is a production of extra- 
ordinary merit, and ought to be generally diffused.' To us there 
seems a little extravagance in these terms of commendation, though 
we have been pleased with the perusal of the Lectures, and think 
they possess qualities, which will render them attractive and useful 
to many readers. The author treats his subject under the follow- 
ing heads. 1. The moral and religious obligations to a right im- 
provement of time. 2. The best means of improvement. 3. Tem- 
per and deportment. 4. Foibles, faults, and vices. 5. Manners, 
accomplishments, fashions, and conversation. 6. Associates, 
friends, and connexions. Under these topics is made to be em- 
braced the whole compass of female education, duty, and charac- 
ter; and, in discussing some of them, the author discovers no 
inconsiderable knowledge of the human heart, the workings of the 
passions and affections, and the moving principles of society. 
One of the best traits of his performance is the excellent tone of 
ingenuous and charitable feeling, which pervades it, and the strict- 
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ly moral and religious tendency of all his precepts and reflections. 
The style is not remarkable for precision, or elegance of phraseolo- 
gy, but it is animated, perspicuous, and forcible. 



3. — A General Outline of the United Stales of North America, 
her Resources and Prospects, with a Statistical Com- 
parison, shewing at one View the Advance she has made 
in National Opulence in the Period of Thirty Years. 
Also, a Collection of other interesting Pacts ; and some 
Hints as to Political, Physical, and Moral Causes ; in- 
cluding the Refutation of a Theory advanced with Re- 
spect to this Country by a London Writer, on the State 
of the British Nation. Being the Result of Letters ad- 
dressed from Philadelphia, 1823, to a Friend in England; 
and some Additional Matter, Illustrated with Engrav- 
ings, $c.$c. 8 vo. pp. 238. Philadelphia. 1825. 

A spacious margin, numerous blank pages, a large type widely 
spaced, beautiful white paper, and a titlepage of such ominous 
length, that our patience failed us before we could transcribe it to 
the end, — these are the external attractions of this Outline of the 
United States, so called, which in an evil hour has fallen into our 
hands. We say evil hour, because no task can give us less pleas- 
ure, than to censure the labors of any writer, who has the industry 
and enterprise to make a book illustrating the resources, condition, 
and prospects of this country. But really our stock of forbearance 
is not enough, to enable us to pass over in silence so poor an 
attempt at book making, as we have in this specimen, and espe- 
cially on a subject, which ought to be treated with minuteness, 
dignity, and compass, or not at all. Our disappointment, at finding 
the promise of the titlepage so indifferently fulfilled, may perhaps 
have blinded our eyes to such merits as the work actually possesses, 
but we have looked it through, and candidly confess, that we have 
discovered nothing in it, which may not be found in the common 
repositories of information, or which would seem to require the 
trouble of recompiling, or any additional expense of ink and paper 
to set it in a proper light before the public. 

But let us go a little into the book itself, that we may show on 
what grounds our opinion has been made up. We are presented 
with an ' outline of the United States of North America, her Re- 
sources and Prospects.' Where did the author learn his grammar, 
or by what figure of rhetoric does he represent these United States 
under the similitude of a single person, and this a female ? Again, 
he proceeds to a ' Statistical comparison, showing at one view, the 



